
 

WORLD DAY OF PEACE 
MESSAGE 2013 

 

Benedict XVI’s Message for 2013 is titled Blessed are 
the Peacemakers.  It focuses on what is required for 
making peace.  This summary presents some of the key 
points made in the Message. 

The full text can be found at 
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/message
s/peace/documents/hf_ben-xvi_mes_20121208_xlvi-
world-day-peace_en.html. 

 

EXPECTING A BETTER WORLD 
Pope Benedict XVI begins by affirming the “Each new 
year brings the expectation of a better world.” Benedict 
prays for concord and peace as the foundation of a 
happy and prosperous life for all. 
 
Perhaps at the beginning of the new year you are hoping 
for a fresh start, better times, or making resolutions to be 
a better person?  Fifty years after the beginning of the 
Second Vatican Council, Benedict is heartened to realize 
that Christians are sharing the joys and hopes, griefs 
and anxieties of the rest of humanity (n 1). 
 
Our times demand a new, shared commitment to pursue 
the common good and the development of all peoples, 
and of the whole person (n 1). 
 
Benedict notes conflicts and tensions in the world 
caused by: 
• Increased inequalities between the rich and the 

poor 
• The dominance of a selfish and individualistic 

mindset which also finds expression in “unregulated 
financial capitalism” 

• Various forms of terrorism and international crime 
• Fundamentalism and fanaticism, which distort the 

true nature of religion. (n 1) 
 
He also acknowledges the many efforts at peacemaking 
that abound in our world, affirming that: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“In every person the desire for peace is an 
essential aspiration which coincides in a certain 
way with the desire for a full, happy and 
successful human life.” (n 1) 

 
We are made for the peace that is God’s gift. 
	  
 

THE BEATITUDES 
The theme of this Message comes from Mt 5:9 “Blessed 
are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of 
God.” 

Benedict XVI explains that the beatitudes are not just 
moral exhortations, which, if observed, will bring a future 
reward – they are promises (n 2). 

Jesus promises that those who allow themselves to be 
guided by the requirements of truth, justice and love will 
discover  - not only in the next life but also already in this 
life - that they are children of God.  God has always been 
and will always be completely on their side (n 2). 

The beatitude tells us that peace is a gift from God and 
also the fruit of our own efforts in response.   

Peace presupposes a humanism that is open to the 
transcendent.  It is a reciprocal gift with its source in 
God, and it enables us to live with others and for others. 

“The ethics of peace is an ethics of fellowship 
and sharing” (n 2). 

If our anthropology or ethics are based only on technical, 
subjectivist or pragmatic considerations, our 
relationships will be ones of coexistence governed by 
criteria such as power or profit.  Means and ends 
become confused, and our culture and education will 
focus merely on instruments, techniques and efficiency. 

To build peace, Benedict encourages us to dismantle the 
dominance of relativism in our cultures. 
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GOD’S GIFT & OUR EFFORT 
Peace involves building up relationships based on truth, 
freedom, love and justice, as Blessed John XXIII pointed 
out in the encyclical Pacem in Terris whose 50th 
anniversary falls this year. 

“Peace concerns the human person as a whole, 
and it involves complete commitment.  It is 
peace with God through a life lived in 
accordance with his will.  It is interior peace with 
oneself and exterior peace with our neighbours 
and all creation.” (n 3) 

To be authentic peacemakers we have to be in constant 
dialogue with God.  This is how we can overcome sin in 
all its forms.  It is sin that leads to the progressive 
diminishing and rejection of peace. 

To attain peace we must recognize that we are, in God, 
one human family.  We have to recognize reciprocal 
rights and mutual duties, to feel the needs of others as 
our own, and to share our goods. (n 3) 

This is not a utopian dream – it is possible.  Through the 
incarnation God has entered human history, bringing 
about a new creation, enabling us to have a new heart 
and a new spirit.  Jesus is the basis of the integral 
development of peoples and of peace – a new 
proclamation of Jesus is urgently needed. (n 3) 

“The peacemaker … is the one who seeks the 
good of the other, the fullness of good in body 
and soul, today and tomorrow.” (n 3) 

Every person and every community is called to work for 
peace.  Peace is principally the attainment of the 
common good in society at all levels.  The path to the 
attainment of the common good is the path to peace. 

 

PEACEMAKERS LOVE LIFE 
The path to the common good, and to peace, is that of 
respect for human dignity in all its aspects. 

“Life in its fullness is the height of peace.  
Anyone who loves peace cannot tolerate attacks 
and crimes against life.” (n 4) 

Benedict XVI says that the structure of marriage is 
inscribed in nature itself and is therefore accessible to 
reason rather than being a matter of religious belief 
alone.  Thus, for Benedict, to reject the concept of 
marriage as the union of a man and a woman is an 
offence against the truth of the human person and 
therefore a threat to peace. (n 4) 

Another way of building peace is for legal systems and 
the administration of justice to recognize a right to 
conscientious objection in the face of laws that offend 
human dignity. (n 4) 

Benedict also notes the importance of religious freedom 
for building peace.  The right to religious freedom is not 
only a freedom from limitations or coercion in religious 
matters but also a positive freedom for bearing witness 
to one’s faith and making it known. (n 4) 

Social rights and duties are under threat even though 
they are fundamental for the full realization of other 
rights and duties such as those in the civil and political 
sphere.  Radical liberalism and technocracy are 
identified as spreading the conviction that economic 
growth should be pursued, even to the detriment of 
social rights and duties, and Benedict stresses that 
human dignity and economic, social and political factors 
demand that the right to work be prioritized by states. (n 
4) 

 

A NEW MODEL 
A new model of development and a new approach to the 
economy are needed.  

Returning to a key theme of his encyclical Caritas in 
Veritate, Benedict explains that truly human economic 
development requires the principles of gratuitousness as 
an expression of fraternity and the logic of gift. 

“… in economic activity, peacemakers are those 
who establish bonds of fairness and reciprocity 
with their colleagues, workers, clients and 
consumers.  They engage in economic activity 
for the sake of the common good and they 
experience this commitment as something 
transcending their self-interest, for the benefit of 
the present and future generations.  Thus they 
work not only for themselves, but also to ensure 
for others a future and a dignified employment.” 
(n 5) 

He calls on states to develop policies for industrial and 
agricultural development that will ensure social progress 
and which encourage the growth of constitutional and 
democratic states.  He points to the need for ethical 
structures for currency, financial and commercial 
markets but emphasizes that the food crisis is more 
grave than the financial crisis. (n 5) 

Peacemakers must address the issue of food security 
together in a spirit of solidarity from the local to the 
international level. (n 5) 
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EDUCATION FOR PEACE 
The final theme of the Message is the role of education 
for peace.  

The family is the basic cell of society in a number of 
ways – demographically, ethically, pedagogically, 
economically and politically (n 6).  It has an indispensible 
role to play in developing a culture of peace that should 
never be ignored or underestimated 

“… it is in the family that peacemakers, 
tomorrow’s promoters of a culture of life and 
love, are born and nurtured.” (n 6) 

Religious communities also have a special role in 
education for peace as part of the new evangelization. 
Conversion to the truth and love of Jesus will lead to the 
“spiritual and moral rebirth of individuals and societies” 
(n 6). The encounter with Jesus shapes peacemakers 
committed to fellowship and overcoming injustice.   

Cultural institutions, schools an universities can 
contribute to building peace through the formation of a 
new generation of leaders; the renewal of public 
institutions; scientific reflection which can ground 
economic and financial activities on an ethical basis; the 
generation of fresh thinking, and a new cultural synthesis 
(n 6). 

 

PEDAGOGY OF PEACE, PEDAGOGY OF 
PARDON 
A pedagogy of peace 

 “… calls for a rich interior life, clear and valid 
moral points of reference, and appropriate 
attitudes and lifestyles.” (n 7) 

Words, thoughts and actions are needed to teach peace 
and to develop a culture of peace.  Acts of peacemaking 
move towards the common good and create interest in 
peace. 

“Thoughts, words and gestures of peace create 
a mentality and culture of peace, and a 
respectful, honest and cordial atmosphere. (n 7) 

Benedict reminds us that we need to learn to love one 
another and to live with goodwill rather than mere 
tolerance. 

We need to say no to revenge but to recognize injustices 
so that mistakes and offences can be acknowledged 
truthfully.  In this way we can move forward together 

towards reconciliation.  For this we also need a 
pedagogy of pardon. (n 7) 

“Evil is in fact overcome by good, and justice is 
to be sought in imitating God the Father who 
loves all his children.  This is a slow process, for 
it presupposes a spiritual evolution, an 
education in lofty values, a new vision of human 
history.” (n 7) 

This new vision requires us to give up the false peace 
promised by the idols of this world. 

A pedagogy of peace is not passive. 

“The pedagogy of peace … implies activity, 
compassion, solidarity, courage and 
perseverance.” (n 7) 

Jesus embodies all of these attitudes, and he promises 
his disciples that they will discover that God is in the 
world and fully on the side of humanity (n 7). 

Benedict closes his message by making his own the 
peace prayer often attributed to St Francis and the 
prayer for leaders which Blessed John XXIII’s offered in 
his encyclical Pacem in Terris. 

 
 
PEACE PRAYER 
 
Lord make me an instrument of your peace. 
 
Where there is hatred, 
Let me sow love;   
Where there is injury, pardon;   
Where there is error, truth;   
Where there is doubt, faith;   
Where there is despair, hope;   
Where there is darkness, light;   
And where there is sadness, Joy. 
 
O Divine Master grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled 
 As to console;   
To be understood, 
as to understand;   
To be loved, as to love.   
For it is in giving that we receive,   
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,   
And it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
 
For background to this prayer, visit the Franciscan Archives: 
http://www.franciscan-archive.org/patriarcha/peace.html 
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FOR REFLECTION 

• What are your expectations of 2013?  What 
would a better world look like to you? 

• Read the beatitudes.  Do they speak 
differently to you in the light of Pope 
Benedict XVI’s reflection on them? 

• How might you respond to people who think 
peace is just a dream? 

• Benedict suggests that peace is principally 
the attainment of the common good in 
society at its different levels.  How can you 
contribute to the common good at different 
levels? 

• Abortion, euthanasia, and debates about 
marriage legislation are not always seen as 
peace issues.  How did you respond to 
Benedict’s inclusion of these issues in a 
World Day of Peace Message? 

• The Message touches briefly on a number 
of complex economic issues.  Which 
economic issues do you think pose the 
greatest threats to peace in your community 
or country? 

• How will your family or community work for 
peace in 2013?  Does the Message’s vision 
of the family as a school of peace seems a 
little idealistic to you? 

• What might a pedagogy of peace or a 
pedagogy of pardon look like in your 
context? 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF JOHN XXIII 

Let us, then, pray with all fervor for this peace 
which our divine Redeemer came to bring us. May 
He banish from the souls of all people whatever 
might endanger peace. May He transform all 
people into witnesses of truth, justice and love. May 
He illumine with His light the minds of rulers, so 
that, besides caring for the proper material welfare 
of their peoples, they may also guarantee them the 
fairest gift of peace. 

Finally, may Christ inflame the desires of all people 
to break through the barriers which divide them, to 
strengthen the bonds of mutual love, to learn to 
understand one another, and to pardon those who 
have done them wrong. Through His power and 
inspiration may all peoples welcome each other to 
their hearts as brothers and sisters, and may the 
peace they long forever flower and ever reign 
among them. 
 
John XXIII, Pacem in Terris, n 171. 
Language adapted to be gender inclusive when referring to 
women and men. 
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